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FALL 2021- What to Expect
- Vaccine:

- Approx. 40-70% of adult population vaccinated-
local “herd immunity”

- Vaccines for children- >12 years old, <12 years old

- Testing:
- Home and school testing
- Health passes to attend events
- Tracking variants

- K-12 Schools:
- More students, up to 80-90% return to in-person learning
- Testing, vaccines
- Mental health concerns
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR SETTING UP YOUR 
SCHOOL BUILDING 

Health/Temperature screen
Plexiglass barriers
Signage
Visitor Policy
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR SETTING UP YOUR 
SCHOOL CLASSROOMS 



globalhealthc3.org Secured by

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SETTING UP YOUR 
SCHOOL: VENTILLATION
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SCHOOL PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS: 
CLOSE CONTACTS

- Overall, the key to keeping the most kids in school 
centers around limiting close contacts of a positive 
individual
- This central idea can help you most effectively plan
your school day and student cohorts
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3 feet???
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WHAT IS A CLOSE CONTACT? LIMITATIONS?
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GROUPING AND SEPARATIONS: DISMISSAL
Technology exists to track and organize dismissal options and tracking of 
students riding together. 

- Pikmykid, School Dismissal Manager

Source: Middleweb SmartBrief
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CLOSE CONTACTS: IMPLICATIONS FOR 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

- Easiest group to cohort, teachers move not students
- Consider cohorts based on transportation, after 
school programs 
- Consider rotating cohorts as often as possible based 
on the above 
- Most teacher interactions- consider plexiglass when 
teacher needs to be within 3-6 feet of students, zoom 
for one-on-one interactions if teacher not vaccinated
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CLOSE CONTACTS: IMPLICATIONS
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

- More difficult with multiple teachers per day
- if possible- teachers move not students

- Consider spacing out individually when possible and 
grouping in pairs, remove extra furniture from 
classrooms   
- Consider using additional spaces with larger groups

- lunch in classrooms, cafeteria for larger group                
activities or classes
- PE outdoors, gym for larger group activities
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Source: Centers for Disease Control

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SPECIALS

Library: Quarantine returned books, 
maintain social distance in library, use 
electronic catalogue
- IMLS, CDC Offer Guidance for Disinfecting Returned Library Books | 
School Library Journal (slj.com)
- Mitigating COVID-19 When Managing Paper-Based, Circulating, and Other 
Types of Collections | Institute of Museum and Library Services (imls.gov)
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR SPECIALS

Art/ Music/ Drama: limit shared material, 
maintain social distance in art room, consider 
exposure of teacher

Music: consider “safer” activities- listening to music, 
playing non-woodwind instruments
- limit: singing, woodwind instruments- consider those 
activities outdoors, well spaced with masks on

Drama: voice levels should be kept to a minimum
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR EXTRACIRRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES

Clubs: use as large of a space as possible to 
maintain social distancing

Sports: mask use, outdoor versus indoor, 
travel, “test to play”
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GROUPING AND SEPARATIONS: CLASSROOM & SPECIALS

1. Mechanical Ventilation – HVAC system should operate at total 
supply air flow throughout the day as appropriate.

2. Physical Barrier – Plexiglass barriers installed at reception desks.

3. Natural Ventilation 

4. Supplemental Filtration/Ventilation – Use air purifiers to increase 
air changes in the space if building’s HVAC system is unable to. Box 
fans can be mounted into windows to provide additional ventilation 
for buildings without HVAC systems.

5. Physical Distancing – Arrange desks and seating to be at least 6 
feet apart.

6. Cleaning and Disinfecting – Place disinfectant wipes on work 
spaces and ask students to wipe surfaces before and after use.

LIBRARY:

Physical Distancing: Set single occupancy for each row of books & 
use a dropbox for book returns.

- Hand Hygiene – Place hand sanitizer at multiple easy-to-access 
locations throughout the library. Encourage students to disinfect 
their hands before touching shared items (e.g. books, magazines).

Source: Yale School of Public Health
https://publichealth.yale.edu/research_practice/interdepartmental/covid/schools/spaces/
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Review your return to school plans and 
determine whether to participate in the 
federal school testing program

- Test to play
- Symptomatic testing
- Testing for faculty and staff

www.whentotest.org
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COMMUNICATION WITH YOUR FAMILIES
- Communicate your school reopening plan and the justification for your 
strategies and mitigation tools
- Review your return to school plans and determine whether to participate 
in the federal school testing program

- Consider a Covid Dashboard to inform your community
- Consider technologies to aid in your return to school plans

- health screens for teachers/ staff
- health screens for visitors
- contact tracing support
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VACCINES: ACHIEVING HERD IMMUNITY
- Schools as trusted messengers for community vaccination sites
- Schools as community vaccination sites
- Summer event?

TESTING:
- Deciding on a potential testing strategy
- Managing positive cases
- Technology tools to support school staff and 
Communication with parents
- Summer event?
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